EU Report 2007 on Freedom of Expression in Albania
Freedom of expression and of the press is constitutionally guaranteed in Albania, but many media outlets remain subject to political or economic interests.

The 2006 decision to widen the composition of the National Council for Radio and Television (NCRT) and the Steering Committee of Albanian Radio and Television to include experts proposed by the parliamentary opposition has been implemented. The NCRT signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Competition Authority on cooperation in promoting free competition in the electronic media field. Albania agreed to an action plan to develop new broadcasting legislation. The plan involves consultation with stakeholders and the international community. The labour code was amended to improve the status of journalists.

The government initially proposed a draft digital broadcasting law without the agreed

consultation, as an urgent anti-piracy measure. Further consultation led to a new law which largely takes into account European Commission and Council of Europe advice.

However, current legal guarantees on freedom of expression are not yet implemented fully, particularly regarding the print media and respect of journalists' independence by media owners. Government-proposed legislation removing custodial sentencing for defamation has not yet been adopted. Work on legislative improvements in areas such as transparency of media ownership, defamation and the status of journalists is not yet sufficiently coordinated.

Work on comprehensive new broadcasting legislation needs to continue and intensify, using the process agreed with the Commission and the Council of Europe. Government decisions on broadcast licensing and tax enforcement in the media sector have led to accusations of bias.

To foster media freedom, both the Albanian authorities and media firms need to act

transparently and within the law.

The NCRT needs to implement the new digital broadcasting law in line with EU practice. The planned Council on Media Ethics has not yet begun its work. Wider debate on ethical issues and better training of young journalists is necessary. Journalists' associations remain weak. 

Overall, Albania has made some progress on freedom of expression, a key European

Partnership priority. It now needs to improve implementation of existing legislation and

approach reform in this field in a more coordinated manner in consultation with stakeholders and experts.

