EU progress report discusses on the media sector



The EU Commission has made public on the 6th of November, the yearly Progress Report for Albania. The report among other fields described the recent developments in the media sector in Albania and notified several successful initiatives which showed that substantial progress was done in this sector. However the report declared that still a lot remains to be done and indicated various issues of concern and suggested several fields of interventions.

According to the report many media operators are influenced by political and economic interests. The report remarked the new law on digital broadcasting and urged the quick adoption of the legislation proposed by the government that aim at removing custodial sentencing for defamation. Furthermore the report warned that the existing legislation is not fully implemented.

Another issue for which concern was expressed in the report was the status of the journalists. The report pointed out that there is little consideration and respect of journalists' independence by media owners, and, therefore, recommended for the drafting and adoption of legislation that guarantees the independence of the journalists.

In addition the report recommended further attention on legislative improvements in areas such as transparency of media ownership, defamation and the status of journalists and stressed the importance of impartiality with regards to government decisions on broadcast licensing and tax enforcement in the media sector.

The reported also pinpointed the fact that the public debate on ethical issues is very limited and should be extended. Besides the report expressed a great concern on the fact that the journalists associations are rather weak and highlighted the fact that the young journalist need to receive better training.

Moreover the report discussed the work of the National Council of Radio and Television (NCRT). The report mentions the rigorous measures against private television operators broadcasting outside their licensed area and emphasized the fact that the NCRT's human and financial resources remain considering the wide mandate that this institution has. The report also recommends that the NCRT should draft a strategy dedicated to the development of the radio and television sector and should draft an up-to-date plan to regulate analogue and digital frequencies.

