Kosovo in the center of attention of the Albanian media.

Kosovo has been in the center of attention of the Albanian media during the last weeks. Since the end of the conflict in Kosovo in 1999 that the Albanian media has never provided such an abundant coverage to the political developments related to Kosovo. The reporting has been double fold, on one hand the media has reported the process of negotiation for the final status of Kosovo and on the other hand has reported the political campaign and the elections. 

The internationally mediated talks between the Kosovo Albanians and the Serbs ended in failure without a final agreement between the two parties. The international mediator group (Troika, including the EU, US and Russia representatives), after 120 days of negotiations submitted its report to the UN General Secretary Ban Ki-moon. On 17 November, three different elections were held in Kosovo: elections for the Kosovo Assembly (part of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government); for municipal assemblies, and for mayors. On 8 December there was also a second round of voting in the mayoral elections in 23 municipalities.

The elections in Kosovo and the dreadlock of the negotiations for the final status of Kosovo have gained the first page of the main daily newspapers for numerous subsequent days. Frequent analyst columns have been also dedicated to the recent events in Kosovo and to the foreseeable actions that are to take place in Kosovo in the coming few months. All major television programs that are specialized in discussing current affairs have devoted at least one show to Kosovo. The main Albanian televisions have also organized live debates among the main contenders in the elections and have provided live footages from the Election Day. The Albanian televisions enjoy a very large viewership in Kosovo thanks to the digital satellite and cable transmissions available in Kosovo. 
Such an increase in the coverage of the issue of Kosovo not only shows the significance that Kosovo has for Albania and the importance of the events that have been taking place there but also demonstrates the progress in the capacities, resources and impact of the Albanian media in general. 

