Law on digital broadcasting 

The Albanian Parliament approved a highly debated bill on digital broadcasting, on May 28, 2007. The opposition boycotted the vote because they claimed that the bill had not taken into consideration the recommendations of the EU and it was compiled purely to punish the Top media group because of the considerable criticism that this media group has shown towards the government.  A bill on digital terrestrial and satellite broadcasting in Albania has been discussed even two years earlier by the previous government but the parliament rejected the previous bill on 19 May 2005. After the rotation of power that took place with the parliamentary elections of 2005, a new bill on digital broadcasting has been presented few months ago by the new government but this bill faced immediate antagonism by the political opposition and many other stakeholders. 
The draft law has been intensively debated in the parliamentary commission on education and means of public information without yielding a consensus with the opposition and the third parties involved. The right wing majority has shown considerable hurry in trying to turn this bill into a law and the first attempt to pass this bill on 23 April 2007 failed after a heated parliamentary session that continued for more than 9 hours. Even political parties that are member of the governing coalition such as the Christian Democrats Party and the Human Rights Union Party showed discontent regarding the proposed bill. Moreover numerous detailed recommendations on the bill were provided also by experts of the European Union. Such recommendations ranged from technical ones to political ones, the latter being that the draft law should be passed in consensus through the incorporation of the concerns of the interest groups that will be affected by this law. This is why the government had to return the draft for further discussion in the parliamentary commission on education and means of public information. 
Following advice from the European Commission that all interested parties should be included in discussions, the media commission organized meetings with representatives from the media owners, community of journalists and civil society. Yet these new discussions did not prove to be fruitful because no pertinent changes were done to the bill and no consensus was reached with the representatives of the opposition. The commission interrupted the discussions and passed the bill for approval in the parliamentary assembly in a rather controversial way. 
The parliamentary session dealing with the bill was held on the 28th of May and was characterized by fierce debates with the opposition. The opposition parties had asked for voting to be delayed by five days in order to incorporate suggestions by all parties and by Brussels. After this request was not taken into consideration by the majority, the opposition abandoned the session, insisting that the bill falls short of EU standards and serves as a political instrument against critical media. Yet the majority carried on with the project and approved the bill with a razor thin majority. 
