PART OF THE REPORT BY THE HEAD OF THE OSCE PRESENCE IN ALBANIA TO THE OSCE PERMANENT COUNCIL, 20 SEPTEMBER 2007

In the field of the media, following a political agreement of late August 2006, the

Assembly adopted legislation that increased the membership of the National Council of

Radio and Television (NCRT) and the Steering Council of the Albanian Radio and

Television (SCART). On 28 May 2007, the Assembly passed a law on digital

broadcasting. The Law was not signed by the President, however, entered into force (due

to the expiry of the legal deadline for a President’s action). Although the Law was

commended both by the European Commission (EC) and the CoE, the NCRT’s ability to

implement the Law without an updated analogue frequency plan, remains a concern. A

comprehensive review of the electronic media law has been launched with international

assistance.

In May 2007, the NCRT began a campaign to shut down illegal transmitters of regional

operators (that had been broadcasting beyond their authorised area for years), however

without taking action on the operators holding a nation-wide licence that fail to meet the

required terms. The operators concerned accused the NCRT of adopting a selective

approach focused mainly on those media critical of the Government. 

Another media related controversy arose when a leading media group - known for its non-licensed digital broadcasting - was targeted with tax inspections and was later fined some 11 million EURO for tax evasion. Part of the media community and the Opposition protested, the latter also alleging the authorities of a political bias. The Government justified the move by the need for vigorous action against illicit broadcasting and tax evasion. The period has also brought about major changes in the ownership of particularly the electronic media, some not being sufficiently transparent and being followed by investigations or litigation by parties.
