Press Freedom in Albania in steep decline

Reporters Without Borders has recently published the Worldwide Press Freedom Index 2007 for the sixth year running. This report shows a notable decline of the press freedom in Albania, which is indicated to be in the last position in Europe. The reports of this organization in the recent years have pointed out a negative trend with regards to the media conditions in Albania. From the 34th position in 2003, Albania has moved down to the 87th position in 2007, next to countries like Cambodia and Niger.  The report shows that only during the year 2006-2007 the country has gone 7 positions lower. 
Politicians from opposition parties like the Socialist Party, the Socialist Movement for Integration, the Social Democratic Party and other ones have organized press conferences following the publication of the Worldwide Press Freedom Index for 2007 and have blamed directly the government for the deterioration of the media environment in Albania. They have expressed sharp concerns about the freedom of press in Albania and the highly negative impact that the deterioration of the conditions of the media in Albania has in the democratization and integration processes of the country. They have stated that worsening of the freedom of press in the country is mainly attributable to the fact that the current government has undertaken several selective politicized actions against media operators that have manifested clear criticism towards the government. 
The situation of the media in Albania has attracted substantial international attention during the last period. 15 of the 17 members of the parliamentary commission on education and means of public information were invited in Strasbourg earlier this month to discuss with representatives of the European Union and of the Council of Europe about the current situation of the media in Albania. Discussions have tackled upon several issues such as the press freedom, the operation of the regulatory bodies, the recent legislative initiatives related to the media and the overall media market in Albania. 
