The National Council of Radio and Televisions removes other TV antennas 

The Albanian National Council of Radio and Televisions (NCRT) has removed on 16th of October 2007 the antennas of two televisions, Vizion Plus and Telesport, from Petresh in Elbasan. The two operators that were subjected to this penalty have complained for not having been informed in advance of this action and have accused the NCRT as biased. Vizion Plus has complained for the fact that the action was done in complete secrecy and resulted also in the damaging of some of the equipment. In addition, the local employee of Vizion Plus has also claimed that he was threatened with guns by the personnel of NCRT and of bailiff office that were sent to execute this measure. 
Vizion Plus considered this action of NCRT an illegal one. According to them the NCRT and the bailiff office have no right to confiscate the equipment without a court decision. Moreover, they have declared that the NCRT is applying double standards, considering that the action of removing the antennas was taken only against them and not against other media operators that had broken the same rules and regulations.
The NCRT has also confiscated in the location of Kerculla in Gjirokastra, the antennas and equipment of several Greek TV channels that used to broadcast in the southern part of the country. Such measure was opposed by representatives of the local government as well as by the local branch of the Albanian Greek minority Party, PBDNJ. 
Keynote figures of the political oppositions have condemned these harsh measures undertaken by the NCRT by considering them illegal and politically biased. This is why they have asked for the chairwoman of NCRT to give account to the parliament for these actions. The Committee of Helsinki has also made a statement against the latest moves of NCRT, declaring that the freedom of media is being jeopardized by such measures.  
