The Albanian press, overtaken by tabloids

The recent months have marked in Albania a notable change with regards to the genre of press that is being developed and expanded. What has been very obvious in the newspaper kiosks is the escalating number of newspapers and magazines that deal with tabloids, gossips or celebrity affairs.  As a matter of fact, in addition to the old newspapers that had this field of specialization, such as Intervista and Paloma, which themselves have greatly expanded in the last few years, there is a full range of other new magazines and newspapers such as Mat, VIP, One, Ciao, Thashetheme and so on that have emerged in the market. 

This tendency goes alone with the increasing demand for tabloids in the market and such increase in demand is demonstrated by the fact that the tabloid newspapers or magazines have far larger readership than existing or more conventional press. In fact Paloma, the main newspaper specialized in tabloids, sells at least twice the number of copies than the biggest daily newspaper whereas Jeta outnumbers about  three times the number of sales of the main conventional magazines such as Klan. 
Other traditional newspapers that so far have been covering mainly political or socio economic news have responded to this trend and have adapted to this increasing demand by providing more space and priority to tabloid news.  It has now become a normality to see in the front pages of such traditional newspapers big titles dedicated to gossips or pictures of celebrities.  Few ones have gone as far as to create special editions, particular on weekends, with adjunct subset newspapers that are fully dedicated to tabloids. For instance the newspaper Panorama on Saturday comes out with one such supplement and Gazeta  Shqiptare has been issuing successfully for a while its supplement named Bluetooth. 
The tendency towards tabloids has become noticeable in television as well with the appearance of more programs or shows that are exclusively dedicated to celebrities. This tendency comes at a cost of other genres or types of journalism which have not been very solid in the past and are now getting further eclipsed by tabloids.  Whilst the Albanian media is dominated by the coverage of political affairs and more recently by tabloids, it is suffering from inadequate coverage of economic, social or international affairs. 

